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I.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed to provide students with the ability to identify and understand the effects of various drugs ranging from illegal to government approved substances.  The course will also introduce students to basic concepts of pharmacology.  In addition the students will closely examine key components of the Controlled Drug and Substances Act, the Municipal and First Nations Alcohol policies, as well as, become familiar with a number of substance/drug relevant legislation.  Finally, the course will provide the students with an understanding of emergency responses to drugs.

II.
LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ELEMENTS OF THE PERFORMANCE:




Upon successful completion of this course, the student will demonstrate the ability to:




1.
Accurately interpret, in everyday working language, the Controlled Drug and Substances Act and the Municipal/First Nation Alcohol Policies.





Potential Elements of the Performance:

· Describe historical background of drug laws

· Describe traditional and current use of drugs within Native cultures

· Identify specific offences and penalties under the Controlled Drug and Substances Act

· Explain legal authority of police regarding drugs under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act




2.
Accurately interpret, in everyday working language, the general policies that can be found in a Municipal/First Nation Alcohol Policy





Potential Elements of the Performance:

· Describe the rational for the development and implementation of alcohol policies

· Describe the availability theory and how it relates to the need for alcohol policy development

· Identify the general areas covered in Municipal/First Nation Alcohol Policies.

· Assess current Alcohol policies.




3.
Identify federal and provincial legislation that addresses substance abuse issues and drug use.





Potential Elements of the Performance:

· Identify and summarize specific provincial and federal laws that address drug use/abuse within the Canadian legal system.




4.
Accurately identify the legal process that would be followed during a Controlled Drugs and Substances Act offence.





Potential Elements of the Performance:

· Outline the specific court process relating to substance abuse offences.




5.
Classify drug paraphernalia and their purposes.





Potential Elements of the Performance:

· Describe the primary types of illicit drugs according to their specific characteristics.

· Explain the use illicit drugs within the regional area.




5.
Classify and describe the physical and psychological effects of drugs on the individual from an addiction viewpoint.



Potential Elements of the Performance:

· Identify the primary categories of drugs based on their effects.

· Describe what pharmacology and pharmaceutical drugs are.

· Identify the four significant drug revolutions within this century.

· Describe the impact drugs on hormones and neurotransmitters in general terms.

· Distinguish between the trade, generic and chemical names of drugs.

· Explain pharmocokinetics in general terms.

· Describe the factors that affect drug absorption.




6.
Describe genetic, behavioural and other significant factors that provide a better understanding of drug addictions.



Potential Elements of the Performance:

· Identify predisposing factors that contribute to addictive behaviour

    


7.
Identify and respond appropriately to physical symptoms exhibited by a person during a drug emergency.





Potential Elements of the Performance:

· Identify unique characteristics of specific drug crisis.

· Identify and respond appropriately to physical symptoms exhibited by a person during a drug emergency



III.
TOPICS:




1.
Controlled Drugs and Substances Act


2.
Court Procedures for Drug Offences


3.
Municipal Alcohol Policies 


4.
War Against Drugs


5. 
Identification of Common Licit and Illicit Drugs


6. 
Predisposing Factors of Addictions


7. 
Pharmacology - Study of Drugs and their Properties


8.
Emergency Responses to Drug Crises

IV.
REQUIRED RESOURCES/TEXTS/MATERIALS:

Controlled Drugs and Substances Act









V.
EVALUATION PROCESS/GRADING SYSTEM:

          Assignment/Exam                     Worth                        Due

           Research Reports (2x15%)           30%             

                Report #1                                                   Week of Oct. 25

                Report #2                                                   Week of Nov. 29

            Mid-Term Exam                            25%          Week of Oct. 18

            Final Exam                                    25%          Week of Dec. 13

            Video Reports (2x10%)                 20%          

                 Video Report #1                                         Week of Sept. 27

                  Video Report #2                     _____         Week of  Dec. 6

                                                                 100%

The RESEARCH REPORTS are to be typewritten with a minimum of four pages and will be presented in class.  The criteria is as follows:

Report #1  - Students will select a specific piece of legislation                         (federal or provincial) that relates to drugs and includes:

a. Background/historical information that describes the development of the specific legislation or specific research information is summarized that reflects or addresses the specific act selected (or components of the act). (4 marks)

b. An overview/summary of the most recent copy of the act in layman's terms. (5 marks)

c. Two specific social agencies who are affected by the act - also an explanation as to how it affects them (4 marks)

d. Relevance or lack of relevance to act to Native people on reserve (1 mark)

e. Student's perspective on the relevance of the legislation (1 mark)

Report #2  - Students will research and examine a specific drug issue and include in the report the following information:

a. The trade/generic name of drug and legal classification. (2 marks)

b. Background information that led to the drug issue. (3 marks)

c. Explanation of the issue.  (4 marks)

d. Specific examples of Native communities or Native populations facing drug issue documented by media. (4 marks)

e. Current or proposed prevention or treatment strategies used by specific Native organizations to reduce drug issue. (2 marks).


The MID-TERM AND FINAL EXAMS will be composed primarily of short answer responses with a few fill in the blank, multiple choice and true or false questions.  The mid-term exam will cover the Controlled Drug and Substances Act and the Municipal Policies.  The final exam will cover the drug identification, pharmacology, and predisposing factors of addictions and responses to substance abuse crises.

In VIDEO REPORT #1 and #2, the students will review a video and be asked to analyze the video, supporting their findings with class notes, class discussion and other research.  The videos and the assignment outline will be provided by the instructor.

The following semester grades will be assigned to students in post-secondary courses:


Grade
Definition
Grade Point Equivalent


A+
90 - 100%
4.00


A
80 - 89%
3.75


B
70 - 79%
3.00


C
60 - 69%
2.00


R (Repeat)
59% or below
0.00


CR (Credit)
Credit for diploma requirements has been awarded.



S
Satisfactory achievement in field placement or non-graded subject areas.



X
A temporary grade.  This is used in limited situations with extenuating circumstances giving a student additional time to complete the requirements for a course (see Policies & Procedures Manual - Deferred Grades and Make-up).



NR
Grade not reported to Registrar's office.  This is used to facilitate transcript preparation when, for extenuating circumstances, it has been impossible for the faculty member to report grades.


VI.
SPECIAL NOTES:




Special Needs:

If you are a student with special needs (e.g. physical limitations, visual impairments, hearing impairments, or learning disabilities), you are encouraged to discuss required accommodations with the instructor and/or contact the Special Needs office, Room E1204, Extension 493, 717, or 491 so that support services can be arranged for you.


Retention of course outlines:

It is the responsibility of the student to retain all curse outlines for possible future use in acquiring advanced standing at other post-secondary institutions.




Disclaimer for meeting the needs of learners:

The Professor reserves the right to change the information contained in this course outline depending on the needs of the learner and the availability of resources.




Substitute course information is available in the Registrar's office.




ALL assignment must be turned in ON TIME. There will be a penalty for a late assignment of one mark per day for a maximum of five days.  At the end of the fifth day, the instructor will no longer accept the assignment.  Students who require an extension (with no late penalty) must receive approval from the instructor a minimum of two days prior to the due date. 



VII.
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT:




Students who wish to apply for advanced credit in the course should consult the instructor.  Credit for prior learning will be given upon successful completion of the following:

VIII.
DIRECT CREDIT TRANSFERS:




Students who wish to apply for direct credit transfer (advanced standing) should obtain a direct credit transfer form from the Dean's secretary.  Students will be required to provide a transcript and course outline related to the course in question.

ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

Students may use this part of the outline to keep track of their grades.  IMPORTANT: ALWAYS KEEP A HARD COPY OR A COPY ON DISK OF YOUR ASSIGNMENTS!

________________________________________________________________

VIDEO REPORT #1

WEEK OF SEPT. 27, 1999

______/10 %

MID-TERM EXAM

WEEK OF OCT. 18, 1999


______/25%

RESEARCH REPORT #1
WEEK OF OCT. 25, 1999


______/15%

RESEARCH REPORT #2
WEEK OF NOV. 29, 1999


______/15%

VIDEO REPORT

WEEK OF DEC. 6, 1999


______/10%

FINAL EXAM

WEEK OF DEC. 13, 1999


______/25%

STUDENT FINAL TOTAL _________________/100

